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I was elected to the school board for the first time in 2018.  During my time on the board I 

pushed for greater accountability for administration and greater support for students and 

teachers.  I am not afraid to ask the hard questions, and I don’t believe the purpose of the school 

board is to show up and vote yes.  I have consistently pushed our board to do our business in 

public and to have meaningful discussions during board meetings.  As a member of this board I 

will continue to represent the community and to ask the questions that I hear parents asking, with 

the hope to move our district in a positive direction.  

  

 I grew up in Clinton and graduated from CCS in 2001.  I have two children Quinn and Ryder, 

currently in 3rd grade and Kindergarten, who have continued to excel despite the difficult 

circumstances this year with the tremendous support of their teachers.  

 

I received  Bachelors of Arts in History at Ithaca College in 2005 and recently completed my 

Masters degree in Education with a specialization in secondary social studies at Utica College in 

2016.  I spent almost all of my adult life working in public schools in both Colorado and New 

York, including working for five years as a Campus Supervisor for a high school of 1100 

students in Colorado.  I was in charge of the safety and security of that school as well as 

enforcing the student conduct code.  It required me to work closely with both our school 

administration as well as law enforcement to ensure a safe and welcoming environment for our 

students.  In 2016 I was hired by Utica College to serve as associate head coach for cross country 

and track and field.  I was promoted in 2019 to head cross country coach.  This is a dream job for 

me that also gives me the time and opportunity to continue to support the Clinton school district 

as a volunteer.  I have been married to my wife Meghan (Danyew) Catterson who grew up in 

Clark Mills for eleven years.   When we moved back to upstate New York, Clinton was the only 

school district we considered living in.  CCS is the only school we wanted our children to 

attend.    I have worked in the Clinton School District as a Coach.  I had the opportunity to do 

both observations and my student teaching at Clinton while completing my masters 

degree.  These experiences have motivated me to find any way I can to support our district, and 

my experiences working in other schools have given me a tremendous amount of knowledge and 

ideas that we can use to improve CCS. 
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Why are you running for the Board of Education? 
I am on the school board because I care about the education of my children and all the children 
in the district.  Over the past 3 year on the board I have been a strong advocate for our 
community and have consistently worked for accountability in our district.  I am not afraid to 
ask the difficult questions and I believe my role has been vital in finding ways to improve the 
district.  I don't believe that the job of the school board is to rubber stamp what is presented to 



us.  I have proven that I am not afraid to vote no, or voice an unpopular opinion.  I have pushed 
our district to do our business publicly as required by law and hope to continue to do so for the 
next 3 years. 
 
In what activities are you involved in the district? 
I am currently a member of the finance and facilities committee. I am also the liaison to the 
foundation.  I am a former coach both paid and volunteer for the school district.  I also consider 
myself a big supporter of the musical, the arts, and all the warrior sports teams.  
In what activities are you involved outside the district? 
I have been an AYSO coach for both my children's teams, and have recently joined the AYSO 
board.  For two years I served as the race director for the KAC's 5K race which is one of their 
biggest fundraisers every year.  I am a member of the Kirkland trails, and one of the trails most 
frequent users.  I also occasionally volunteer my time helping out at the Clinton pool.  I founded 
CNY Track and Field Academy, an organization dedicated to giving kids opportunities to 
compete in track and field, specifically pole vault.  Last year CNY Track and Field Academy made 
significant donations to the Clinton sports boosters. 
 
What do you believe are the top 3 issues CCS is facing in the next few years? 
#1 
Obviously currently the biggest issue facing our district is how we move forward after the Covid 
19 pandemic.  I think it is especially important that we don't spend time focusing on what we 
have missed or describing our children as "behind".  Instead we need to find ways to improve 
the education provided to our students.  We can use the lessons we have learned and challenges 
we have overcome to find ways to meaningfully improve the educational experiences of our 
students.  We must utilize the resources that we have available to create new learning 
opportunities.  These might include a comprehensive summer bridge program that offers 
opportunities for both educational and socio-emotional development.  This program must be 
both engaging and fun for the students or we will struggle to get participants.  We need to find 
ways to increase student's opportunities to work face to face with their teachers, ideally with 
smaller class sizes and individual attention to each student.  We must be innovative in the ways 
we use technology to expand educational opportunities, but we must not be dependent on 
technology because the best learning comes from working with great teachers. 
#2 
Our district will need to work hard to ensure we have the best teachers working in our schools, 
and that these teachers are motivated and supported adequately.  In recent years we have lost 
good teachers to other districts.  Our district cannot be a stepping stone for teachers to move 
their career forward.  Instead we must be the destination for the area's best teachers.  Clinton 
has many incredible teachers some of which I had when I was a student at Clinton, as these 
teachers retire we must find the best possible candidates to replace them. 
#3 
Our district needs to continue with capital improvements to ensure that we have the best 
facilities available.  We have completed excellent capital projects over the past few years, and I 
know our students and staff are feeling construction fatigue.  Our district has funds available to 
continue to plan and complete capital improvement projects that will have no impact on the 



taxpayers.  We can plan projects that will not interfere with the learning environment.  Some of 
our priorities should include improvements to parking and driveways to ensure that we can 
move students in and out of the building efficiently and that our district has facilities to handle 
large events that benefit our students.  We also must consider improvement to our athletics 
facilities including an artificial turf field that can be utilized almost year round for field hockey, 
lacrosse, soccer and football.  These investments will save the district money long term. 
 
In your opinion, what is an area in which the District needs to improve? 
Our district must work to better utilize the community as resources for our district and react 
better to concerns raised by our community.  During the Covid 19 Pandemic many community 
members reached out with outstanding ideas to deal with the crisis we were facing.  Many of 
these ideas were never pursued even though we had the resources available and support of the 
community.  Our district has struggled to react when community members raise serious 
concerns about our district.  Too often community concerns are ignored, when addressing them 
head on would help everyone involved.   I want to thank the numerous families that actively 
campaigned for our school to reopen our doors when we had stayed online too long.  Our 
administration must also work to rebuild the trust of our community after they made the 
decision to start "in person" high risk sports before they reopened our classrooms to 
students.  Thankfully the board was able to overrule this decision, and to push our district to put 
kids back in the classroom and on the playing fields. 
 
 

 


